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As you may already know, Al will launch its 2-year Stop
Violence Against Women (SVAW) campaign in early March
2004. On March sth, Al will begin four days of campaign
and media activities culminating on March Çth, lnterna-
tional Women's Day, and the release of thefeport, lt's in
our hands: Stop violence against women, in which regional
statistics on violence against women, its causes, forms
and remedies, and its relationship with povefty, discrimi-
nation and militarization will be explored. The responsi-
bilities of the state, the community and individuals for tak-
ing action to end violence against women (VAW) will also
be highlighted.

Violence against women constitutes a violation of the rights
and fundamental freedoms of women under general in-
ternational law. According to the Declaration on the Elimi-
nation of Violence against Womenl , these rights include:

The right to life
The right to equality
The right to liberty and security of person
The right to equal protection under the law
The right to be free from all forms of discrimination
The right to the highest standard attainable of physi-
cal and mental health
The right to just and favourable conditions of work
The right not to be subjected to torture, or other cruel,
inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment 2

Despite these rights, women
throughout the world are vic-
tims of violence just because
they are women! ln early
2002, the Russian govern-
ment stated that 14,000
women die there every year
at the hands of their husbands
or other relatives.3 ln the
USA, a woman is battered ev-
ery 15 seconds and 70,000
are raped every year.a

However, women have orga-
nized themselves to counter
VAW and achieved dramatic
changes in legislation, policies
and cultural oractices.

The SVAW campaign aims to achieve international soli-
darity in support of women's movements worldwide and
the victims and sulivors of VAW, and participation by lo-
cal sections and structures in national and local initiatives
to address VAW in their own countries and in activities to
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mainstream Al's long-term commitment to gender equal-
ity within the organisation.

ln Hong Kong, our aims for this campaign are to increase
awareness of international standard of women's human
rights in the region and to participate in a joint platform to
monitor the implementation of the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women
(CEDAW). Right after the campaign launch, we will have
the honour to invite Ms Clara Law, Centre-in-charge of
the Lai Kok Centre of the Hong Kong Federation of
Women's Centres and experienced counselor in women-
oriented seruices, to share her frontline experience and
her observations on local VAW situations. The talk will
take place on 12 March 2OO4in the AIHK Office, begin-
ning at 7:00pm and ending at B:30pm. lt will be conducted
in Cantonese. Please contact the office at 2300 1250 if
you are interested in attending.

Violence is not far away from us. Maybe some áf us, or
our friends or relatives are now suffering from some form
of violence. Act now; another world is possible!

Si-si Liu

I General Assembly resolution 481104 of 20December 1993.

'zIbid. A¡ticle 3
I Amnesty Intemational Russia Campaign material.
4 Annesty Intemational Stop Torture Campaign material.
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Mexico
Paloma was one of several hundred young
women raped and killed over a period of
10 years in Ciudad Juárez, on the Mexi-
can/US border. The authorities did not in-
vestigate because the victims were poor,
many having come to Ciudad Juárez to
work in factories set up by multinationals.
Despite opposition, the mothers of the vic-
tims have been agitating for justice and,
with Al and others, have succeeded in
pressurizing the Government to intervene
to try and end the killings.
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Pakistan
After her wedding in 1991 to
a man more than twice her
age 16-year-old Sabira was
told by her husband that she
must never see her family
again. When in December
1993 she tried to break this
rule, he and his mother
poured kerosene over her and
set her on fire, though she
was three months pregnant.
Despite 60/o burns she
survived, horribly scarred.
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The action plan
Through the SVAW, Al intends to:
o call on leaders, organizations and individuals to pub-

licly pledge to make human rights a reality for all women
o lobby governments to ratify the UN Convention on the

Elimination of all forms of Discrimination against Women
and its Ootional Protocol without reservations

o demand the abolition of laws which discriminate against
women and perpetuate violence

o call for the adoption of laws to protect women and
criminalize all sexual violence

o engage with communities to support programs that
enable women to live free from violence

o fight for the equal access of women to political power
and economic resources and challenge religious, so-
cial and cultural attitudes that belittle and endanger
women

o campaign to end impunity for violence against women,
whether on the battlefield or in the bedroom

The purpose of the campaign is not to poftray women
as victims or stigmatize men; it is to condemn the
violence.

This Al campaign is unique because it calls on individu-
als to take responsibility. Violence against women will
only end when everyone pledges not to do it, permit
others to do it, tolerate it, or rest until it is eradicated.

Women from different countries, religions, cultures and

I social backgrounds, educated or illiterate, rich or poor,
are bound by a common thread of violence - often at
the hands of the state or armed groups, the community
or their own family.

Women in Asia and the Middle East are killed in the
name of honour. Girls in West Africa undergo genital
mutilation in the name of custom. Migrant and refugee
women in Western Eurooe are attacked for not acceot-
ing the social norms of their host community. Girls in
southern Africa are raped and infected with HIV/AIDs
because the perpetrators believe that sex with virgins
will cure them. And in the richest countries of the world,
women are battered to death by their padners.

Many governments turn a blind eye. Laws, policies and
practices frequently discriminate against women, deny-
ing them equality. ln many parts of the world, women
are trapped in a cycle of povefiy which breeds violence.
Gender roles and societal structures often reinforce the
power of men over women. Religious leaders and the
media may promote roles, attitudes and customs which
subjugate women. Warring groups often use rape as a
tactic to defeat and humiliate.

ftÊhfrffiiH
ËËúrEÉ, ' EIP.+++frfitEfËlËâI ,

. ry ñ-E îH îÉ' lH f,ÊÏ & 1E 

^ 
a\ F*: 7T( ;ä i* lñ á tr È 

= 
É- 

^ 
+E

.'ffiãn E EF. r.+ ft lR g', fú É rt Ë Ë qíi â E t:à w # rñ þ. - Ln frt

rt ti +F, a\ l! &. F lf T+,|'+ t# Ë
o æ tF læ [â'ti +R iñá. e.úf,È # h Êïtl+
. r+ffi ü i* l* =ãEtÊ&. E-friJffil'+R h
o t¡iãT1ËT-ÊqE4 E É!;tËl]' (fr1Êá.ïÐ9ã #hT +

/la

c F Hyþñ k f¡rnâ +Æh X,f¡g )É -É ìln f e 4 LJ + = 
| Ð8"41fr$'Lr

#:rlfl e.tu E tÈÉ.Êt+ â!. . Tj Ê e l.'f t ÊE Ë
. +Htl3Ér*J fñ4.ffiffi RhEIËÉfrU É' Tt Ê EÆ"rÈlt7îy

ftEÉrÉ! E ÉliÍlF=ttslË4+ËfÊÆÉ=ãE!ît#J E'l'+ , ltr

âtrãËËF¡ "

E r+ ++ frfi tH f,fr E E Éi äË ++ É 5 rþÈ Æht E+ffi lE Ëg É fÈ Ë it
FÍt)IHE-IEA

Z\
E
)T
HT

Jan-Mu 2004 Newsletter -ã=E 9ãIl page 3



Aú1¡v¡7Y Uev¡IE ;ËilìEtÆ,
Human Rights Day
On 10 December 1948, the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights was unanimously adopted by the UN
General Assembly. DecembellOrh thus became Human
Rights Day. ln Hong Kong, a carnival to commemorate
this imporrtant day took place on 7 December at Sha Tin
Town Hall Plaza. "Pafiicipation, Analysing, lmplementing,
and Shaping" was the slogan chosen by the Organising
Committee in order to attract younger citizens to care
and participate in our society and to have a better
understanding of global human rights situations, for
examole that of mainland China. As a member of the
Committee, AIHK, along with other NGOs, arranged a
series of HRE workshops and debates. With the support
of a number of civic groups, the carnival had'18 stalls
exhibiting a range
human rights
issues. There was
also a final debate
on the tooic of
"China should put
more effort into
economtc
development than
on enhancing civil
and political rights."
Students from
Tseung Kwan O
Government
Secondary School
(against) beat
YMCA College and took the trophy home. Also, there
were performances by ethnic minority children, the dumb,
and foreign workers. The event was bigger and better
than last yea¡ and attracted more people. Expenses were
sponsored by the Committee on the Promotion of Civic
Education.

People read¡ng the materials at the AIHK booth
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I,lalkathon
This year's walkathon was successfully completed on 31

November. Children with mental disability in the Russian

Federation were chosen as the theme: their needs are

continually being disregarded and their human rights

disrespected. AIHK intended to raise awareness of their plight

through this event. lt was a beautiful day, with glorious

sunshine, and some 60 people took pafl, raising a little more

than $20,000. AIHK would like to express our thanks to

students from Canadian lnternational School, Hong Kong

lnternational School, Korean lnternational School and South

lsland School for organising the event, and to The Sandwich

Club and Prêt-A-Manger for sponsoring the food. Monique

Oakley received the award for the individual who raised the

most and Dee Day was the runner-up; Cheng Chek Chee

Secondary School was the organisation that raised the most.
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