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In March, the 6-year
long campaign to
combat violence
against women was
launched both locally
and internationally.
Launch activities in-
cludeds a press
conference,
performances, peti-
tioning and
demonstrations. All

STOP

VIOLENCE
AGAINST

WOMEN

aimed to raise public
awareness of the issue
and exert pressure on
those who have com-
mitted violence against
women.
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In Hong Kong on 6
March, we launched
the campaign by hold-
ing a collection of activi-
ties on TST Parklane
Shopper’s Boulevard.
We had 10 new exhibi-
tion panels, petitioning
for appeal cases and street theatre performances.
The launch event attracted quite good public
attention. Within 3 hours, 587 signatures were
collected. The event was also reported by two
major local newspapers, namely Sing Tao and
Ming Pao.

Ms Clara Law, Centre-in-charge of the Lai Kok
Centre of the Hong Kong Federation of Women’s
Centres came to talk to us on 12 March as one of
the launch activities. She explained VAW with ref-
erence to a gender perspective, ie that gender-
based violence against women originates from
the imbalance of power between men and
women. She also shared her frontline experience
as a counselor in a women-friendly service centre.

We produced very good bilingual materials for this
campaign. They included a series of 10 exhibition panels,
5 appeal case leaflets for different countries and the launch
repon, /t's in our hands. These materials also serve a public
education purpose. If you are interested in them and would
like copies of the Ieaflets, please contact the AIHK office.

To learn more about this campaign, please visit hitp://web.
amnesty.org/actforwomen/index-eng
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Message Jeom the Chaie

The tragic deaths of Tin Shui Wai mother, Kam Shuk-ying, and
her two daughters have reinitiated the discussion on the need
to protect women against domestic violence. f

Violence against women, rooted in and reinforcing the discrimi-
nation which denies women’s equality with men in all areas of
life, is a human rights catastrophe. It is a violation against
women’s human rights, though it has taken a long time to over-
come the false division between violations in the public arena
and in the private sphere. The Universal Declaration of Human
Rights sets out this agenda by proclaiming that all human be-
ings are equally entitled to civil, political, social, economic and
cultural rights. Women are no exception. Until violence against
women is eradicated, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
will remain unfulfilled.

The Hong Kong government is a signatory to yarious interna-
tional human rights treaties. We therefore urge the Hong Kong
government to fullfill its obligations in combating violence against
women as a form of discrimination against women. The Con-
vention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination against
Women (CEDAW) has been applicable to Hong Kong since 1996.
General Recommendation No. 19 stresses that “state parties
should take appropriate and effective measures to overcome all
forms of gender-based violence, whether by public or private
act”. The Hong Kong government is therefore required to exer-
cise due diligence and be accountable for acts of violence against
women of both state agents and private individuals and groups.
It must take effective steps to prevent and punish such acts.

Article 3 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
(ICCPR) emphasizes that state parties must ensure the equal
right of men and women in the enjoyment of all the rights set
forth in the ICCPR, such as the right to life (Article 6) and the
right not to be subjected to torture or cruel, inhuman or degrad-
ing treatment (Article 7). Human rights experts have pointed out
that all the elements of torture can be present in domestic
violence. If the Hong Kong Government fails to ensure equal
protection of human rights on the ground of sex and tacitly con-
dones domestic violence by not exercising due diligence, then it
violates the principle of equality, the right to be free from dis-
crimination and bears responsibility for the abuses.

Women's groups have reacted very quickly and organized a blue
ribbon campaign. Blue ribbons represent the violence-free blue
sky that everybody should be living under. On Mother's Day (92
May), 10:30am — 12nn, a rally will be held outside the Cultural
Centre in Tsimshatsui. We will be there joining the other groups
involved and hope to see you as well. If you can’t make it, you
could still tie up a blue ribbon outside your window to show your
wish for a violence-free Hong Kong.

Amnesty International Hong Kong Section is setting up a group
to work on the Stop Violence Against Women (SVAW) campaign.
If you or your friends are interested in the issue, please come
along to the first meeting. It will be held at 7:00 pm 14 May 2004
at the AIHK office. Please note that this meeting will be con-
ducted in Cantonese. If you are English-speaking and would
like to work on SVAW, please contact the office at 2300 1250.
We hope to start up an English-speaking group on SVAW in the
future.

The solidarity of men is an essential component for achieving
the eradication of violence against women. Regardless of our
gender, it's in all of our hands to create a violence-free world.

Si-si Liu
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Death Penalty

Over the last few months Amnesty International has is-
sued two important death penalty reports: on China, the
biggest executor in absolute numbers, and Singapore, the

biggest executor per capita. Both these reports can be =

accessed via the AIHK website.

The report on China, Executed according to the

law, details how the Chinese government routinely abuses
national laws and international standards in the course of
executing thousands of people each year. In past years,
the Chinese authorities have taken the perverse decision
to mark the International Day against Drug Abuse and
Trafficking, 26 June, by mass executions. AIHK are plan-
ning an anti-execution rally to mark the day. Please join
in. See the website for details.

The Singapore report, The death penalty, a hid-
den toll of executions, states there is virtually no public
debate about the death penalty in Singapore. The
Singapore government has consistently maintained that
capital punishment is not a human rights issue, and that it
has been effective in deterring crime. Controls imposed
by the government on the press and civil society organi-
zations curb freedom of expression and are an obstacle
to the independent monitoring of human rights, including
the death penalty. Despite this, the Singapore government
was sufficiently concerned to issue a six-page rebuttal
within days of the report coming out.

The AIHK DP group, in common with student groups
and DP groups internationally, is taking part in a campaign
to halt the execution of juvenile offenders, using activities
such as petitioning, debates and school talks. The first
stage of this campaign concentrates on the USA, the only
state that ad-
mits to execut-
ing juvenile of-
fenders
(anyone under
18 years of
age at the time
o f the
offence). In
the first half of
this year 6 ju-
venile offend-
ers were given
execution
dates, though
thankfully
there was a
stay of execu-
tion in all cases.

On 4 July AIHK students groups are hoping to mark
America’s Independence Day with some activities calling
for an end to the execution of juvenile offenders in the
USA.

The student groups are particularly well placed to
work on this campaign as they are well aware that, as
there are numerous activities they are not allowed to en-
gage in before the age of 18, eg drinking alcohol, voting,
getting married and driving, it is therefore inconsistent to
punish them as adults for crimes committed before the
age of 18. It is doubly sad that a 16 or 17 year old can be
considered beyond rehabilitation before they have even
grown up.

In the second stage of the campaign we will be con-
centrating on countries in the region, ie the Philippines

on the issue.

A local secondary school joins the Stop Child Execution campaign, They
held a film screening in school and the students expressed their opinions
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