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An review of Amnesty International
(Apr 2003 to Mar 2004)

Action

over 2,000,000 letters, faxes and emails were;sent by the
members of our Urgent Action network on behalf of people
in 74 countries or territories

75,000 members of the Urgent Action network acted on
426 new appeals, and positive developments occurred in
179 of these cases

137 visits to 69 countries and territories to conduct
research, meet victims of human rights violations, observe
trials and contact local human rights activists

6 high-level missions to meet government officials and
leaders in Afghanistan; Brazil; Iraq; Jordan; Mexico; and
a regional mission to Rwanda, Uganda and the DRC

over 60,000 signatures gathered in online petitions

over 150 major reports launched, on issues ranging from
the arms trade to discrimination and justice in the Rus-
sian Federation

Impact

Cuba - Five prisoners of conscience, the focus of various
Amnesty International campaigns, were released.

DRC - Human rights defenders Prince Kumwamba Nzapu
and Gregorie Mulamba Tshisakamba, accused of “inciting
rebellion” by issuing a press release, were acquitted and
unconditionally released. Later that month, eight individu-
als detained on related charges were also released.

Maldives - Jennifer Latheef, a prisoner of conscience who
featured in an Amnesty International report, was released.

Nepal - Amnesty International issued Urgent Actions on
behalf of 114 individuals, covering 105 suspected “disap-
pearances” and five cases of torture. To date, 29 of these
people have been released.

Finance

Amnesty International does not accept money from gov-
ernments for its work investigating and campaigning
against human rights violations - the donations that fund
this work come from the organization’s many individual
supporters around the world, who give primarily to the
movement’s national sections.

The international budgeted expenditure for the financial
year April 2003 - March 2004, as agreed by Amnesty
International’s governing body, the International Execu-
tive Committee, was £25,375,000.
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Worldwide, more than half a million children un-

BUGETED INCOME 2003-04 S RH KA e der 18 have been recruited into armed forces in
contributions from sections %k B 7 & i & &k 23,860 over 85 countries. At any one time, more than
grants & 2,090 300,000 of these children are actively fighting as
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Gaston was recruited from his school classroom
‘ at the age of 10. He described to Amnesty Inter-
7, national delegates how young soldiers were
forced to overcome their fear of killing: “They

africa JEMl 2,642 brought someone to me one night when | was on
americas 3l 2,140 duty guarding an entrance. It was a child, whose
asia Z 2,528 face they’d covered, and they told me he was a
europe [ 1,875 rebel, an enemy, and that | had to kill him. That's
middle east H1 & 1,842 exactly what | did. On the spot. With my knife.
regional research and action #[E 45 ¢ % 17&h 11,027 That night, after doing that, | couldn’t sleep.”
international campaigns [ i2 1,198 , , ., .
T e fund?aiging [;;%égb 347 Girl soldiers face additional dangers. Natalia, who
media & communications @ﬁé&@‘%ﬂ 3.452 is 16 years old and was recruited when she was
membership support & S % 1E / 1’561 12, recalled, “I was frequently raped and beaten
democratic leadership 34838 1’059 by the other soldiers... When | was just 14, | had
organizational support & administration 5,443 a baby. | don’t even know who the father is. |
AT IER T managed to escape, but today | have nowhere
finance and accountability BfE & & {F 1,288 to go and no food to give to the baby, and | am
) afraid to go home, because | was a soldier.”
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stories, together with the
voices of the tens of thou-
sands of people who have
spoken out with them, make
a powerful noise. Amnesty
International has put this
noise to governments and
the international community,
forcing them to recognize
the sheer human tragedy of
the DRC’s recent past. In
response to the weight of
national and international
pressures, most military
leaders in the DRC have
publicly denied recruiting
child soldiers. But in the
course of 2003, the rate of
child recruitment gathered
pace in some areas of the
country.

Child soldier of the Union of Congolese Patriots
armed group in Bunia. DRC
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It's an extract of the annual review only. To view the full report, please browse the following URL
or contact the AIHK office for a printed copy.
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http://web.amnesty.org/library/index/engorg100042004
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The 9th Annual Human Rights
Press Awards

Amnesty International Hong Kong Section, the Hong
Kong Journalists Association, and the Foreign Corre-
spondents’ Club, Hong Kong co-organized the 9th
Annual Human Right Press Awards this year, the
Awards Presentation Ceremony for which was held
on 12 June.

There were 10 Prizes and 5 Merits in English
categories, 10 prizes and 13 merits awarded to Chi-
nese entries, and 1 Prize and 11 Merits in
Photography. There were 131 Chinese-language sub-
missions and 66 in English.

We felt that the number of submissions showed a
strong commitment from journalists to human rights
issues. We welcomed an increase in the nymber of
Commentary & Analysis entries, as well as nfore sub-
missions from regional correspondents. The quality
of submissions remained high, assuring stiff compe-
tition for these prestigious awards.

This year's event featured a keynote address by
Bishop Joseph Zen, the leader of Hong Kong's Ro-
man Catholic community and an outspoken supporter
of human rights. Bishop Zen said, “People in Hong
Kong should continue to speak up and to write ac-
cording to their conscience; to be awarded would be
an encouragement.”

AlHK’s chair, Sisi Liu Pui Shan, said: “AlHK is very
concerned about the level of freedom of speech that
can be enjoyed by people in Hong Kong. Freedom of
expression is a fundamental right, and we hope that
the Human Rights Press Awards will encourage jour-
nalists to continue to defend the fundamental human
rights in Hong Kong.”

A complete list of winners is available in English and
Chinese on our web site.
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JChan@amnesty.org
Thanks

We have mailed a list of activities to all Civic Education panel
teachers, stating what we can offer to local secondary
schools. If you know any secondary teachers, please check
with them that they have received our pack. Similarly, these
HRE activities can be offered to members of community
centres and integrated youth services. If you want to know
more, please contact Jason on 2151-3001 or email

We co-operated with Tai Po Government Secondary School
last year to tailor their Integrated Humanities curriculum,
focusing on “Globalisation”. This year, we are aiming at full
cooperation in assisting teachers to revise other topics.

We would, therefore, like to express our heartfelt gratitude
to AIHK member — Dr Leung Yan-wing — who invited his
\colleagues in Hong Kong Institute of Education to help.

MEHE IRER e

KM —OOMEORFEATUBSEKZHN
EHEAFTETHBENLARHBER EMT - BMER
WLER BRI - TR, ihE I E W
HHEMWEN - EEHBTHREEESHEHRDS
HEVFRERIEN - MBETE—LHER - B
1 Jason Bf4% (Z|EE - 2151-3001 ~ EE
JChan®@amnesty.org 1

EF - HPIEIHE LD R EFHRES AXHAR
RRETE - 5F  HFUREICIRE TIEMNEE
BRETE2HRL U - Bitt  HMESRIRHE
BREEELSINFENEERAIEM I R
BIE-

P

Jul - Sep 2004 Newsletter T:E A FH &\ page 3



Could this be YOU
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We are looking for a suitable candidate to be our vol-
untary Student Coordinator. If you:

v" enjoy working with teenagers

v can spare a few hours every month to contact
our student leaders

v speak fluent Cantonese and English

v" and feel young enough to handle the challenge
(no age or gender restrictions ),

please contact Jason on 2151-3001 or email
JChan@amnesty.org.

Direct Dialogue Campaign

This fundraising campaign was launched almost one year
ago in September 2003 and has been very successful.
Our fundraising ambassadors are on the street Monday
to Friday to recruit members who are willing support our
human rights work on a monthly basis. At the time of
writing, we had recruited more than 1500 people with an
average monthly contribution amount of about HK$150.
Of course some of them cannot remain members for very
long for various reasons, but as of July we still have more
than 1000 monthly donors and the number is growing
every day. We are currently using a loan from the interna-
tional movement to cover the initial expenses of this project
but we are confident that by the end of this year we can
break even.

We would like to take this chance to thank all monthly
donors for their continuous support, and all our industri-
ous colleagues involved in this project. Below is a com-
ment from one of our fundraising ambassadors.

The end of F.7 and my school life has given me a chance
to participate in society more fully. | joined AIHK by chance
as a fundraising ambassador, and that has widened my
field of vision.

The first time | went out to raise funds on behalf of
AIHK was on 31 May 2004. At first, | was working so
enthusiastically. However, the streets bustled with people,
and | found that some of them just ignored us, some of
them just watched critically, and some
of them even scolded us. | was so
confused. Suddenly | felt lost and
hopeless. Why is reality so brutal? Is it
that people have become so indifferent?
Is it that nobody values human rights?

When | was working hard search-
ing for the answers, | found that in this
indifferent society, there are still some ¥
who admire and support our work. Those
who have the ability to afford will donate
some money and give us support warm-
heartedly. Those who can afford to do-
nate money witl also give us
encouragement.

Though the work of the fundraising |
ambassador is hard to do, | have gained ©

a very valuable experience which will 4 wam of fundraising ambssadors — 5 % H f

benefit me for the rest of my life.
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