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Amnesty International is ...
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° The largest human rights organisation in the world,
with around 1 million members and supporters in 140
countries and territories.

° A democratic, membership-based organisation that
has been promoting human rights, as enshrined in the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and other inter-
national standards, for the past 40 years.

° A campaigning organisation which works to fight
discrimination; free prisoners of conscience; ensure fair
and prompt trials for political prisoners; abolish the death
penalty, torture and other cruel treatment of prisoners;
end political killings and “disappearances”; and oppose
human rights abuses by opposition groups.
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Amnesty International Hong Kong Section was
founded in 1976. The Human Rights Education
Charitable Trust was established wth the Hong
Kong Section and registered as a charity in Hong
Kong in 1993. Our activities include:

Human Rights Education

Lobbying Governments

Campaigning

Fundraising
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H R stands for human rights, the protection
of which is the core ideal that Amnesty Interna-
tional fights for. We have therefore decided to
use it as the name of this bi-monthly newsletter
of the Hong Kong Section. We hope the news-
letter will be an effective means to communicate
with our members and the public. You are most
welcome to send any comments to us on its con-
tent or the work of Amnesty International at any
time. Please email admin-hk@amnesty.org or
write to us at the address on the right.
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Contact us Fi2&EHR

Tel E|EE : +852 2300 1250

Fax {EE& : +852 2782 0583

Email EF#4F : admin-hk@amnesty.org

Web site $8f) : www.amnesty.org.hk

Address: Unit D, 3/F, Best-O-Best Commercial Centre, 32-36 Ferry
Street, Kowloon, Hong Kong
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From the Chair if%%%é

A record high number of voters have taken a step to decide
who should be representing them in the legislature in the
coming four years in the September 12 election. The right to
universal suffrage and equal access to public service is out-
lined in Article 21 of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights. While Amnesty International believes the composi-
tion of Legco has yet to be reformed to achieve this principle,
it is important for the people to create opportunities to push
forward this agenda. Power’s people is not an alien idea to
the people in Hong Kong, especially after July 1, 2003.

Steps should also be taken to stamp out massive involuntary
and enforced disappearances worldwide. This is a crime com-
mitted by the state that places hundreds of thousands of indi-
viduals outside of the protection of law, and denies their rights
as human beings.

Family members of those who have disappeared suffer en-
during grief and helplessness when truth, justice and redress
cannot not be sought through institutionalised legal
procedures. This issue’s feature (p.4) provides more infor-
mation on the situations of enforced disappearances in some
countries in Asia, and the recent development of a drafted
convention.

Steps also need to be taken to stop using rape as a weapon
of war. In Darfur, Sudan, women and girls have been system-
atically raped, abducted for sexual slavery, or even killed. Their
suffering goes far beyond this, as rape has a devastating and
ongoing impact on the health of women and girls. Survivors
face a lifetime stigma and marginalisation from their own fami-
lies and communities. Women and girls are being attacked
simply because they are women, and they are being used to
humiliate, punish, control and inflict fear on the community to
which they belong. The Amnesty International High Level
Mission in Sudan reveals the bigger picture. (p.7)

Steps should also be taken to break the silence of violence
against women. The Hong Kong section has joined the six-
year global campaign that was launched in March this year.
Running between November 25 (International Stop Violence
Against Women’s Day) to December 10 (International Human
Rights Day), a series of campaigns and educational activities
will be organised to highlight violence against women as hu-
man rights violations, and to push the government respon-
sible to exercise due diligence. If you are interested in
participating, please contact the office for information on how
you can help.

Si-si Liu
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