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Amnesty International is ...

BIFRSUEEE ...

° The largest human rights organisation in the world,
with around 1 million members and supporters in 140
countries and territories.

° A democratic, membership-based organisation that
has been promoting human rights, as enshrined in the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and other inter-
national standards, for the past 40 years.

. A campaigning organisation which works to fight
discrimination; free prisoners of conscience; ensure fair
and prompt trials for political prisoners; abolish the death
penalty, torture and other cruel treatment of prisoners;
end political killings and “disappearances”; and oppose
human rights abuses by opposition groups.
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Amnesty International Hong Kong Section was
founded in 1976. The Human Rights Education
Charitable Trust was established wth the Hong
Kong Section and registered as a charity in Hong
Kong in 1993. Our activities include:

Human Rights Education

Lobbying Governments

Campaigning

Fundraising
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H R stands for human rights, the protection
of which is the core ideal that Amnesty Interna-
tional fights for. We have therefore decided to
use it as the name of this bi-monthly newsletter
of the Hong Kong Section. We hope the news-
letter will be an effective means to communicate
with our members and the public. You are most
welcome to send any comments to us on its con-
tent or the work of Amnesty International at any
time. Please email admin-hk @ amnesty.org or
write to us at the address on the right.
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From the Chair ifﬁﬁé

| have been feeling rather disturbed lately because of both natural
and human-made disasters.

At the end of 2004, a devastating tsunami triggered by a mega earth-
quake off the coast of Indonesia destroyed a region around the In-
dian Ocean in the blink of an eye. Many victims struggled to survive
in the rapid current, and many lives were taken effortlessly by the
waves. The number of deaths had reached 220,000 at the time of
writing. Many who survived, however, have lost their homes. It is
sorrowful, and has caused a ripple of lasting distress in my mind.

Although natural disasters are frightening, they only happen over a
limited period of time. Human-made tragedies, on the other hand,
are far more threatening, since they can continue, and are often more
destructive than natural disasters.

While governments and people from different nations are combining
their efforts to put together resources to help those victims in need,
showing the kindness of human beings, some people are revealing
the evil side of it. There are rumours that children were kidnapped
from hospitals and were likely to be taken by traffickers in order to
make money out of them. There are also rumours about some women
who survived from the disaster, but suffered acts or threats of sexual
abuse.

As a human rights group, Amnesty International is monitoring the
rescue programmes, and requests that all governments and
organisations involved in the rescue take heed of the basic values of
human rights, set no differentiation in race, colour, sex, language,
religion, religious beliefs and political views, and treat victims equally
and distribute the rescue supplies according to their needs. Amnesty
International also urges the concerned governments and
organisations to protect those victims left destitute after the tsunami
and earthquake from further harm.

The death of the former Communist Party leader Zhao Ziyang has
deepened the feeling of sorrow and powerlessness in my already
disturbed mind. Zhao'’s unfinished wish — to rectify the Party’s ver-
dict of the 1989 Tiananmen democracy demonstration and hunger
strike that ended with the June 4 massacre — is shared by many
Hong Kong and mainland Chinese. Zhao has finally obtained a para-
doxical freedom from his 16 years of house arrest through his death.

Zhao impressed me the most with his speech on May 19, 1989 to
the students who were protesting for democracy in Tiananmen Square.
He said, “Fellow students, we have come too late! So sorry ....”

His words gave me hope that the issue could be resolved. And |
somehow believed that those students who were on hunger strike
fighting for democracy would finally come out of the situation with
grace. However, the later development proved that | was naive. At
the break of day on June 4, 1989, bullets went through the bodies of
those citizens of Beijing, and tanks crushed the dreams of those
dreamers of democracy.

This anti-corruption campaign and demonstration for democracy took
place in Beijing during the transitional period from Spring to Summer
in 1989. This event might be considered as “political turbulence” by
current China officialdom. 1, however, would call it a turning point of
political awareness. It sowed a seed in my heart to work for human
rights.

Apart from mourning for the former General Secretary Zhao Ziyang,
Amnesty International demands that the Chinese government fol-
lows its constitutional law which states that human rights shall be
respected and safeguarded, that all political prisoners of conscience
be released, and that an independent, thorough and just investiga-
tion of the June 4 massacre be instigated.

Si-si Liu
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Women patients at Panzi Hospital, Bukavu, eastern DRC. The hospital treats up to 200 rape survivors a month, many of whom require
reconstructive surgery. Only two hospitals in eastern DRC are able to provide this treatment. © Al

“Civilians, particularly women and children, account for the vast
majority of those adversely affected by armed conflict [...] and
increasingly are targeted by combatants and armed elements,
“UN Security Council Resolution 1325.

Lives Blown Apart, a new Amnesty International report, reveals
a systematic pattern of abuse occurring in conflicts worldwide.
Despite promises, treaties and legal mechanisms, governments
are failing to protect women and girls from violence.

Rape, often accompanied by extreme brutality, is used in war
to intimidate, control, and torture. Even those mandated to pro-
tect civilians — aid workers and UN peacekeepers — have sexu-
ally abused women and girls under their care.

[n the Indian state of Jammu and Kashmir, widespread rapes
by the Indian and Pakistani army have been reported. After 20-
year-old Gulsham Bano and her mother, Raja Begum, were
gang-raped by members of the Indian security forces in 1999,
they filed a complaint. They were told that unless they with-
drew their complaint, members of their family would be killed.

Many rape victims, particularly the very young, do not survive.
Those who do may be infected with HIV and suffer serious re-
productive problems. They also suffer from the strong cultural
stigma attached to rape.

Cherifa Bouteiba, a young Algerian woman, was abducted by
seven armed men and repeatedly raped before she managed
to escape. She fell pregnant as a result and then had a
miscarriage. Her husband divorced her because she had “soiled
his honour”, and she subsequently became homeless as her
relatives feared that her presence would put them in danger.

Attacks on women sometimes focus on their role as mothers of
the next generation. During the 30-year conflict in Guatemala,
soldiers told Al that they had destroyed foetuses and mutilated
women’s sexual organs to “eliminate guerrilla spawn”.

The destruction of war weighs particularly heavily on women
because of their role as carers, combined with higher levels of
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