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* The largest hman rtghts orgmisalion in the world, with aromd 1

milüon members and supporteß in 140 counÍjes and teñtories
* A democratic, membership-based organisation thal has been pro-

moting hman rìghts, as enshrined jn the Universal Declaraüon oI
Hman Rights and oùrerintemational slandards, for the past 40 yeaß

* A cmpaìgnìng orgmisa¡jon which works to fight discrimination; free

prisoners of conscìence: ensure fair and prompt trials for pol¡ticâl

prisoners; abolish the death penalty, tofture and other cruel treat-

menl of prisoners;end polìúcal hllìngs and 'disappearmces ;md
oppose hman rights abuses by opposilìon groups.
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Amnesty lnternational Hong Kong Sec[ion was fomded jn

1976 The Hrìrnan Rights Education Charitable Trust was established

wth the Hong Kong Secfon md regislered as a chriryin Hong Kong

in 1993 Our activities incìude:

Human Rights Education
Lobbying Governments
Campaigning
Fundraising
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"Amnesty lnternationalwelcomes the government's reasons for introducing a bill, i.e. to

prevent and combat racial discrimination and to fulfill Hong Kong's obligations under

ICERD. However, Al does not believe the consultation paper ¡s spec¡fic enough to accu-

rately reflect the actual legislation, and cons¡ders the consultation incomplete."
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HB stands for human rights, the protection of

which is the core ideal that Amnesg lnternational

lights for, We have theretore decided to use ¡t as

the name of this bi-monthly newsletter of the

Hong Kong Section. We hope the newsletter will

be an effective means to communicate with our

members and the public. You are most welcome

to send any comments to us on its content or the

work of Amnesty lnternat¡onal at any time. Please

email admin-hk@amnesty.org or write to us at the

above address.
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It was with great sadness that we heard the news of the

death of Mr. Peter Benenson, founder of Amnesty

International. On behalf of AIHK, I would like to oçress

our deepest syrnpathy to the family of Mr, Benenson and

pay tribute to the wonderlul legacy he gave to the world -

Amnesty Intemational, this inspiring human rights

movement, We are all very proud to belong to the big

Amnesty International family and feel a great responsibiÏty

to prevail against those who deprive others of their rights. In
this issue, you can frnd more on Mr Benenson's legacy and

his commitment to bring justice to the world.

Earlier in March, I was part of AI's delegation to

Beijing+10, the review of the implementation of the Beljing

Platlorm for Action adopted during the Fourth Worìd

\Momen's Forum in 1995. Apart from describing the work of
AIHK on the Stop Violence Against Women Campaign

and the sin-ration of women in Hong Kong and the

Mainland, I aìso met people from all over the world, and

heard about their experiences and, sometimes, sadly, stories

of women's human rights abuses. In one workshop on the

mental health of women, the women worker described the

situation of internally displaced women Jiving in a refugee

camp on the Kenyan border. The majority of the women

living there have been raped, some al-avery young age, and

many became pregnant as a resuÌt. I had to be mentally

strong just to listen to the presentation, not to mention the

accounts of the women who have gone through all those

traumatic experiences. Beijing+10 may have been a

platform for governments to show off what they have done

during the past l0 years to promote women's human rights,

bul to me it was a reminder that more needs to be done to

make human rights a reality.

In the Hong Kong Section, there have been some

changes in personnel. I have the pleasure to introduce the

new Fundraising Manager, Manfred Chan. Manfred has

extensive loca.l lundraising experience. The Fundraising

Manager is a new position and we are glad to have

Manfred on board to take the programi working

hand in hand with our campaigns, to another level.

Sadly,Jason Chan, our l{uman Rights Education

Officer left us at the end of February. I would like

to take this opportunity to thanl< him for his service

over the past three years and wish him all the best

for the future. His position will be changed to

Campaign Officer by adding elements of

campaigning into human rights education.

We will soon kick off the recruitment of
the Campaign Team, including new

positions like the Campaign Manager, and

the recruitment advertisement will be sent

to all members. If you know anyone who

you think would be good for these positions,

please pass the message on.
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