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* The largesL human rìghts organìsalion in the world, with around 1

million members and suoDorters in 140 comtries and tefitories
* A denocralic, membership-based organisatìon that has been pro-

moting hman rights. as enshrìned ln the Universal Declaration of
Hman Rjghs and otherinlemationalslandards,lorthe past 40 years

* A campaìgnìng organisarion which works to fighr discriminarion, free

prìsoners of conscience; ensure fair and prompt lriaìs lor politìcaì

prìsoners: aboììsh lhe death penalty, torture and other cruel treal-

menl of pisoners; end poJìtical kìllings and "dìsappearances"; and

oppose hman righls abuses by opposirìon groups
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Amnesty Internarjonal Hong Kong Sec[ion was founded in
1976 The Human Rights Educarion Charìtable Trust was established

wth the Hong Kong Section and regrstered as a chariryin Hong Kong

in 1993 Our activrhes include:

Human Rights Educa¡ion
Lobbying Governments
Campaigning
Fundraì sing
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The death penalty is the ultimate cruel, inhuman and degrading punishmenL lt violates

the right to life. lt is irrevocable and can be inflicted on the innocent. lt has never been

shown to deter crime more effect¡vely than other punishments.
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Amnesty lnternational is ...

EHffiüflË ......

HR stands for human rights, the protection of
which is the core ideal that Amnesty lnternational
fights for. We have therefore decided to use it as

the name of this bi-monthly newsletter of the
Hong Kong Section. We hope the newsletter will
be an etfective means to communicate with our
members and the public. You are most welcome

to send any comments to us on its content or lhe
work of Amnesty lnternational at any time. Please

email admin-hk@amnesty.org or write to us at the

above address.
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Among the man)¡ controversies in Hong Kong recently, the

decision by the Education and À,Ianpower Bureau (EIVIB) in

awarding the contract to educate school teachers on human rights to

the Society for Truth and Light (the Sociery), a group rvhich opposes

anti-discrimination legislation on sexual orientation and apparentìy

dislike legislation promoting the equal rights of all members in Hong

Kong, has attracted protests lrom human rights groups and activists.

Amnesty Inte¡national Hong Kong has written an open letter to

Professor Arthur Li, Secretary for Education and Manpower, calling

for an explanation for the decision-making process and inquiring the

measures that EMB rvould tal<e to ensure that the Society wouìd

deìiver to the classroom the rights enshrined in intemational

standards, co\¡enants and norms. In Et\IB's reply, apart lrom

addressing the questions we raised, the writer', representing ENIB,

said that she u'as "p:uzzled byAmnesty's concern over the awarding

ofthe contract to a serwice provider, nhich has in the past called for

the limiting of 'excessive' human rights in sociery" and funher

reiterated that she hoped this would not mean that "human rights

should be absolute and not subject to any overriding consideration,

such as social order."

I am puzzled, in return, by EMB's repll' ¿¡¿ am u,onied if it
reflects the mentality of ENIB and if it is the basis of EIvIB' s

decision to award the human rights education contract to the

Society. Allow me to do a bit of lecturing here: Human Rights are

inherent to human beings. They are ilherent entitlements n'hich

come to every person as a consequence of being human. Human

rights are universal, meaning that they are applied without

discrimination to all people regardless of race, sex, religion, ethnicity,

political or other opinion, national or social origin, or other status.

Human rights are inalienable, in that they cannot be tal<en away, i.e.

no one has the right to deprive another person oftheir rights.

Human rights are indivisible, interrelated and interdependent, lor the

reason that it is insufÊcient to respect some human rights or not

others. To live in dignity, human beings are entitìed to flreedom,

security and decent standards ofliving. In practice, the violation of
one right wiìl often afnect the respect ofseveral other rights. All
human rights should therelore be seen as having equal importance

and ofbeing equally essential to respect for the dignity and woth of
every person. Even in time of public emergency which threatens the

life of the nation - if this is what E\¡IB referred to - there are

restrictions to the po\ver ol the state outlined in the International

Covenant on the Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR). Article 4

stipuìates that state parties may derogate their obligations under

ICCPR in time ol officially proclaimed public emergency, provided

that such measures are not inconsistent $.ith their other obligations

under internationaÌ lar'v and do not involve discr-imination on the

ground of race, colour, sex, language, religion or social origin.

Gorrernments must not, in the name of emergency, derogate their

obligations to protect its people their right to life, to be free from

torture, slavery, and arbitrary deæntion, and to enjoy lreedom of
Lhought, conscience and relìgion.

If EIVIB staf rvill be present in every class to monitor and assess

how the course has been de[r'ered, I hope the EÀ,IB luill make their

assessment tool, indicators, and their comments lransparent.

úffiã 1p.4 ^c,F#,t+ Ét ËFÃ +, ã'-.fH Ë d I

Ë^tËÆffi ¿&lJl F.åt É!' ÃF"EÌ,ËêIÈ *A€Ë fE
+Ð+^tË#fs à A\fr f FÅxir, n +4ä Én'¡æ

ffi^Ëfn ffi " EÅXitftúrf,'É'fF tt tq+qvi*f+
EäÈ-F,',Iü,IF5ilI BE ffi Al++E] U Æ B É,ÆFÍ
ã'ÌF'Rffiã++Æf{ÉtÈÅfü "

E ffi ++ ffi áfl ffi ãË á'Ê É * t'=" &#Ã. ñ F F+

Xi+' þã EÆffiÌ6*ffi{* EE Jú,trÊE ÉräÉú#
ffiiËEFfrzl<FÉ!^+Èfiü " Én't?.'A ÉEEÆ
+È F¡æüÉ! T"TE, EÈ ÊffiWãAÃIËf4Ê
,f ffi,ù.É! fdEtzrF;¿ , trålúilEE)tltÌt+
Êi É+Ë ¡N4FRftllitÊt É rF,^+È "iÉÆ" ÉlrE

4, tþãß.4 "^Æ^Ë-lEffiäÉ!ffiâ' È^
ÊEäËÌt.tf .f4É!ÊÉ,'Fålrì1ÈffiÈ " "

+ù#l +\*ñ. Ê â\ EÆ Æ fl lRår*' ì51pæ-'1.ãà,

ñ â\ n-Æ n_nAT Ì{ffi Æ É!,fË Éffi " æ +ñ:=,Ã1+w

À-LI-b : 
^+ËË€'fH^gq4.F*nt, 

EPIE+'í6

Ë-'fH^, úrrlÉÈ +nW,A^æ . 
^iËË^åÈ6.t+É! ,^Æffi,ffiË{4+.,lÉ. ,tÉEü . RlL{ia4îF,

fi&.,ã

^E 
rU&' F-E+,Þ"' 

^rÍi,Ê'ã ^+Ë 
" 
^æ!q^FõilW/àtLÉ! , BIr^ægE^ÊcrÈÆÊ 'W.ã

^É'æ**l]€4,fú^ 
É! æf !J . 

^æË^Fjlfr 
â

't+, FÍ u y,H,É + jLb 

^+Ë 
ffi 

^ 
€ É 

^Ë4ü 
È/È áË gf

ZÑE_ffiJ " EÊH,ffitu +lÉ, 
^ìAffifr 

Ê É .

È è.e4 ffi ft\4 lÉ zK*' tÍã 
^úÆ&+ilÞuES+ÉE '/5tEüË¿'4*€É€-.lE^ . Ëãê

wxfr,AæÈzw' fr.ÆÈàÆ++ É! HRib*äf
1+ F¡ ã .¡, " tE RÈå#.ffi, É Ff # Ê\ lIÈ M.fr É4

ÈÉ , 
^ 

RÃ.&Ìâ+ËftJWK^fr+rß.ãEÅffiffi+E
1l " 

^ 
f{r ft\ffi v! lK# it' ffi A\WÆWXffiï* +

n#È zw' t Êvvil ã Fpp.ffi,fr.Eft * k1 Fi Ê
z#ffi ,mËÉffiffi^l+ElËfttHHæÉ . Æ
É . 'lÉEt] . '#Ë' *tuüt|ÈÉRB)ffiffi7-tli
ìÃ " &Æü^4+uffiftîî.Ã,i flq)FÉ ,*fr|Jê

^RÉ!+æ{Ë 
, ZÑÉ.F-î+ . T*.tx449. 

^Ë^ÆTEfrJæ'U&+ñEMÉ.R&+Êü "

tÃ R4\3ñ. Ê Ê2 rfr w** þ =ñ M.^ tÈ ä4 È =^F m €
E,É ¿r,, e,Mñ +tuffi,ÊEI UIF# t*,+E!J Ã..fü
,fF5É!ËF,EÃiÉHÅÈ. 

"

&a^+
Si-si Liu

wvwv.amnesty.org.hk I s I fruHn


