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The death penalty is the ultimate cruel, inhuman and degrading punishment. It violates

Web site #ik : www.amnesty.org.nk _ the right to life. It is irrevocable and can be inflicted on the innocent. It has never been
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Amnesty International is ... 5
* The largest human rights organisation in the world, with around 1 Wﬁ@ ’ Eﬁﬂﬁgﬁgﬁlll\gm}ﬁﬁ ! }_ﬂjtq_ﬁgﬁﬂﬂtb f&ﬁgﬂf’ﬁﬁﬂﬂiﬁmmﬁf g

million members and supporters in 140 countries and teritories.

A democratic, membership-based organisation that has been pro-

moting human rights, as enshrined in the Universal Declaration of

Human Rights and other international standards, for the past 40 years

* A campaigning organisation which works to fight discrimination; free
prisoners of conscience; ensure fair and prompt trials for political
prisoners; abolish the death penalty, torture and other cruel treat-
ment of prisoners; end political killings and “disappearances”; and
oppose hurnan rights abuses by opposition groups.
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Reversing the global trend: the
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HR stands for human rights, the protection of 19- 20 Amnesty in Action B%ﬁﬂ?‘?@]
which is the core ideal that Amnesty International
fights for. We have therefore decided to use itas
the name of this bi-monthly newsletter of the
Hong Kong Section. We hope the newsletter will
be an effective means to communicate with our
members and the public. You are most welcome
to send any comments to us on its content or the
work of Amnesty International at any time. Please

email admin-hk@amnesty.org or write to us at the
above address.
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Among the many controversies in Hong Kong recently, the

decision by the Education and Manpower Bureau (EMB) in
awarding the contract to educate school teachers on human rights to
the Society for Truth and Light (the Society), a group which opposes
anti-discrimination legislation on sexual orientation and apparently
dislike legislation promoting the equal rights of all members in Hong
Kong, has attracted protests from human rights groups and activists.

Ammesty International Hong Kong has written an open letter to
Professor Arthur Li, Secretary for Education and Manpower, calling
for an explanaton for the decision-making process and inquiring the
measures that EMB would take to ensure that the Society would
deliver to the classroom the rights enshrined in international
standards, covenants and norms. In EMB’s reply, apart from
addressing the questions we raised, the writer, representing EMB,
said that she was “puzzled byAmnesty’s concern over the awarding
of the contract to a service provider, which has in the past called for
the limiting of ‘excessive’ human rights in society” and further
reiterated that she hoped this would not mean that “human rights
should be absolute and not subject to any overriding consideration,
such as social order.”

I am puzzled, in return, by EMB’s reply and am worried if it
reflects the mentality of EMB and if it is the basis of EMB’ s
decision to award the human rights education contract to the
Society. Allow me to do a bit of lecturing here: Human Rights are
inherent to human beings. They are inherent entilements which
come to every person as a consequence of being human. Human
rights are universal, meaning that they are applied without
discrimination to all people regardless of race, sex, religion, ethnicity,
political or other opinion, national or social origin, or other status.
Human rights are inalienable, in that they cannot be taken away, i.e.
no one has the right to deprive another person of their rights.
Human rights are indivisible, interrelated and interdependent, for the
reason that it is insufficient to respect some human rights or not
others. To live in dignity, human beings are entitled to freedom,
security and decent standards of living. In practice, the violation of
one right will often affect the respect of several other rights. All
human rights should therefore be seen as having equal importance
and of being equally essential to respect for the dignity and worth of
every person. Even in time of public emergency which threatens the
life of the nation - if this is what EMB referred to - there are
restrictions to the power of the state outlined in the International
Covenant on the Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR). Article 4
stipulates that state parties may derogate their obligations under
ICCPR in time of officially proclaimed public emergency, provided
that such measures are not inconsistent with their other obligations
under international law and do not involve discrimination on the
ground of race, colour, sex, language, religion or social origin.
Governments must not, in the name of emergency, derogate their
obligations to protect its people their right to life, to be free from
torture, slavery, and arbitrary detention, and to enjoy freedom of
thought, conscience and religion.

If EMB staff will be present in every class to monitor and assess
how the course has been delivered, I hope the EMB will make their
assessment tool, indicators, and their comments transparent.

Si-si Liu

ErgmL the Chair
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