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WE WELCOME YOUR COMMENTS !
Share with us your views on our work or actions
you' ve taken for human rights. Please include your
name, phone number, address and email address.
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Due Diligence:
Stop Violence Against Women
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The Amnesty International Report 2006 was eventually launched
last month. 2005 was a year of contradictions in which signs of
hope for human rights were undermined through the deception
and failed promises of powerful governments. While Irag sank into
a vortex of sectarian violence in 2005, natural disasters and
ongoing conflicts devastated Indonesia. Here in Hong Kong, the
legislation has never been sufficient to protect women and girls
against violence, and there has been no legislation against
discrimination on grounds of sexual orientation, and the LGBT
community faces discrimination in housing, jobs benefits and
immigration.

Nevertheless, a closer look at the events of 2005 gives us reason
for hope. The overall number of conflicts worldwide continues to
fall. Institutional reform was initiated at the United Nations to
strengthen the international human rights machinery. From
peasant farmers protesting against land grabbing in China to
women asserting their rights on the 10th anniversary of the UN
World Conference on Women, the events of 2005 showed that the
human rights idea — together with the worldwide movement of
people that drives it forward — is more powerful and stronger than
ever.

As we set our future agenda, Amnesty International and its
members and supporters take encouragement from the remark-
able achievements of the human rights movement. Amnesty’s work
to fight those peddle fear and hate, to challenge the myopic vision
of the world's most powerful leaders and to hold governments to
account, can only continue with the hard work of our volunteers
and members. We believe in the power of ordinary people to bring
about extraordinary change. Let us extend our gratitude to you all
for your support over the years, and we look forward to seeing
more people sharing our visions and making a difference.
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