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This year Amnesty International held its 28th International Council
Meeting (ICM) from August 10 to 17, 2007 in Mexico. Delegates from the
worldwide movement met to decide Amnesty’s direction and policies. This
year saw an increase in youth participation as well as many dynamic
discussions among delegates from different areas of the world. The ICM is
hard work for everyone involved but the Hong Kong delegates returned with
a renewed sense of commitment to Amnesty’s mission.

Soon after our return, we witnessed Myanmar civilians, led by Buddhist
monks, peacefully protesting on the streets of Yangon and other cities,
followed by a brutal crackdown by the army. At the time of writing, it has
been nearly three weeks since the crackdown and arrests continue. We see
encouraging progress in some areas of our human rights work: the trend
towards worldwide abolition of the death penalty continues and a global
moratorium on this cruel and inhuman form of punishment is being
presented at the United Nations General Assembly. But the recent blatant
violation of the human rights of the people of Myanmar is a salutary
reminder of just how much work remains for Amnesty International and all
individuals and organizations striving to promote and protect human rights.

| encourage you to take part in Amnesty's actions to protest against the
brutal crackdown against the demonstrators in Myanmar. This issue of HR
includes a link to Amnesty’s worldwide action, calling for the immediate
release of the protesters and all prisoners of conscience. Al Hong Kong is
also asking members to write to President Hu Jintao, calling on the Chinese
government to take action on Myanmar. A sample letter is included in the
magazine — please send it as soon as possible.

Kong-sau Tan
Chair, Amnesty International Hong Kong
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