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WE WELCOME YOUR COMMENTS !

Share with us your views on our work or actions

you've taken for human rights. Please include your

name, phone number, address and email address.
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l-ì\,ln 3 April 2008, prominent Chinese HIV/AIDS

activist Hu Jia was convicted of "inciting subversion of

state" and sentenced to three and a half years in

prison as well as one year of political rights depriva-

tion. Another actlvist, Yang Chunlin, who is a land

rights activist; was also convicted of a similar otfence

on 25 March 2008 and sentenced to five years in

prison. Ye Guozhu, a housing rights activist who

protested against forced eviction in Beijing, has been

serving a four-year sentence s¡nce 2004. Ye's son and

brother, Ye Mingjun and Ye Guoqiang were detained

on suspicion of inciting subversion of the state on 29

September 2007. Although both were released, they

were warned not to speak to the med¡a, nor to continue

petitioning'.

These individual cases of human rights defenders

show that the Chinese government's pledge to make

progress on the human rights situation through hosting

the Olympics remains unfulfilled. ln fact, activists who

peacefully speak out for human r¡ghts causes are at

risk due to the "clean-up" by the Chinese authorities

before the Games. While the countdown for the game

continues, Amnesty is also counting on your urgent

attention and action to urge the Chinese government

to real¡ze the pledge.

Many prisoners of conscience worldwide risk their

f reedom and even life to speak for their rights and also

defend the rights of others. ln Myanmar alone, there

are more than '1 ,500 prisoners of conscience. Aung

San Suu Kyi, one of a large number of prisoners of

conscience in Myanmar, has been under strict and

prolonged house arrest since 1989. Amnesty lnterna-

tional is calling for the immediate and unconditional

release of Aung San Suu Kyi.

We cannot turn a blind eye to the numerous violations

of human rights. Please join us in the action and

become an urgent-action letter writer to help defend

the rights of human rights defenders.

Kong-sau Tan

Chair, Amnesty lnternational Hong Kong

1 4ë/Se" "Amnesty lnternational, People's Republic of China: The
Olympics Counldown - crackdown on act¡vists threalens to Olympics
legacy, 31 March 2008, Al lndex: ASA 17|O5O|2OOA."
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