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WE WELCOME YOUR COMMENTS!
Share with us your views on our works or actions you've
taken for human rights. Please include your name,
phone number, address and email address.
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Share this newsletter with your friends
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Letter f rom the Chair
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At the time of writing, the National Security Bill was

passed in Macao. Amnesty lnternational had raised

concerns about the Bill's vague and broad provisions

on subversion against the Central People's Government
(Article 3), sedition (Article 4), theft of state secrets
(Article 5), and the unreasonably short duration of

consultation period as well as the legislation process.

These were also similar concerns raised by the civil
societies both in Macao and Hong Kong. Regrettably,

none of these concerns were addressed nor the Bill's
negative effects on human rights considereo.

It is our grave concern that the Bill will have a chilling
effect on freedom of expression, association and

assembly in Macao. The same worries apply to Hong

Kong. Macao and Hong Kong are both under the
same vein of "0ne Country, Two Systems". lf the Bill
cannot ensure that the rights to freedom of expression,

association and assembly will not be threatened, it
will have a negative influence on the future enactment
of Article 23 in Hong Kong, Therefore, Amnesty

lnternational urges the authorities of Macao to put a

halt to the Bill.

Legislation is a tool to protect the rights of civilians
and ensure that their rights are not infringed. The

state also bears the responsibility for making local

legislation compliant with international human rights
law and standards, The government of the Macao

Special Administrative Region obviously fails on this.

We will continue to keep an eye on issues arising from
the National Security Bill. Locally, since legislation
such as the Obscene and lndecent Article Bill and

Domestic Violence Ordinance are still under discussion,
we will make every endeavour to speak up and alert the
authorities about their impact on human rights during
their review and consultation orocesses.

Kong-sau Tan

Chair, Amnesty lnternational Hong Kong
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É+ffi1*( B i nyam Mohamed)lÂffi ffi f À+éftmË
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E Eff ir lfi ffi " iúw+aÆFrtÊ)+ a.f'F-fi +tr rä ñü fi Èß
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É!EãËÐßÆËEtüEiË4+ . Þ+Wií#Æ.zE zo EËÆ "

Guantanamo/Cuba

Binyam Mohamed was released after six years in

custody - four of those were at the United States'

Guantanamo Bay detention camp in Cuba. The

Ethiopia-born British resident was captured in
Pakistan, transferred to Morocco and Afghanistan

before being sent to Guantanamo, accused of fighting
against anti-Taleban forces in Afghanistan. Mohamed's

release was on Februarv 20.
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Egvpt

lbrahim Eissa, and three other Egyptian newspaper

editors convicted of publishing offences under a

controversial press law, have had their one-year prison

sentences overturned by a Cairo Appeals Court.

Eissa also received a six-month prison sentence for

spreading false rumors about the health of President

Hosni Mubarak, which was reduced to two months by

an appeals court in September 2008. He received a
presidential pardon a month later.
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