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WE WELCOME YOUR COMMENTS!

Share with us your views on our work or the actions
you've taken for human rights. Please include your
name, phone number, address and email address.
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Share this newsletter with your friends
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Letter from the Chair

China is marking several important anniversaries
during 2009: the 90th anniversary of the May Fourth
Movement; the 60th anniversary of the founding of
the People’s Republic; and the 20th anniversary

of the Tiananmen Square pro-democracy protests.
These dates are important in the nation’s history and
development, because they all signify similar visions
— a stronger, democratic China, and better lives for its
people.

For a century, demands have been made and petitions
have been organised for modernisation, equality,
democracy, freedom of expression, and the right to
political participation, to name just a few. Such
aspirations have been echoed by their numerous
supporters in the civil society. Civil movements have
never stopped trying to make them a reality, even in
the face of oppression.

While China's economy has flourished and the
country has stepped onto the international stage, the
international community has continued to call on it
to affirm human rights, as enshrined in the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights. In fact, China has
still not delivered on the promise it made when it
bid to host the Olympics Games. It promised not
only social progress and economic development but
also an improvement in its human rights situation.
The Chinese government took a huge step forward

in recognising the importance of human rights when
it released the National Human Rights Action Plan.
However, this action plan puts more emphasis on
economic, social and cultural rights than on civil and
political rights.

A number of researches by Amnesty International
show that violations of civil and political rights in
China are far from being remedied. To name just

a few examples: the unlawful detention of human
rights defenders, lack of access to fair trials, and the
highest number of executions in the world. Neglecting
certain kinds of human rights suggests that human
rights are divisible. This is not true. Human rights
are indivisible and inalienable. In this context, the
improvement of human rights in China is lagging
behind the international trend.

As we mark these anniversaries, we always remember
those who risked and sacrificed their own freedom
and lives for human rights. And we also remember
the unfulfilled dreams and visions these pioneers
advocated.

Kong-sau Tan
Chair, Amnesty International Hong Kong
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Azerbaijan

A defamation suit against a prominent human

rights defender was dropped in Azerbaijan. Amnesty
International labeled the suit against Leila Yunus an
unacceptable obstacle to freedom of expression, and
we welcome the decision to drop the case against her.
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Halifa Sallah, a prominent Gambian opposition figure
and journalist was released unconditionally following
his unlawful arrest a few weeks before. It is suspected
that his arrest was related to publications he wrote
which accused the government of committing gross
human rights violations. Amnesty International was
concerned that Mr Sallah was at risk of torture and ill
treatment, and was pleased to learn of his release.
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Bangladesh

More than 35 years after gross human rights violations
and war crimes were committed during the Bangladesh
Independence War, the government is taking steps

to investigate and prosecute the criminals involved.
Amnesty International applauds the steps by both the
government and the United Nations to bring these
criminals to justice.




