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WE WELCOME YOUR COMMENTS!

Share with us your views on our work or the actions
you've taken for human rights. Please include your
name, phone number, address and email address.
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Share this newsletter with your friends
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Letter from the Chair

Being deprived of basic necessities — such as food, healthcare
services, housing and clean water — is called poverty. At
face value, whether or not a person is poor is related to

how much he or she can earn and the resources he or she
has access to. Being deprived of basic necessities is an
obvious manifestation of poverty. Article 25 of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights states that every human being
is entitled to a standard of living that is adequate for his or
her health and well-being. It is therefore clear that all people
have the right to resources that are adequate for maintaining
their daily lives, physically, mentally and psychologically.

Yet, living in poverty means more than just not having
sufficient resources at one's disposal. It also means being
excluded from decisions about how those resources are
allocated. Poverty also means lack of access to information
and channels to reflect one’s opinions to those who have the
power to make decisions. We have recently seen a number
of examples of this in Hong Kong, such as the demolition

of old local communities like Sham Shui Po in the name of
urban redevelopment and in the interests of multi-million-
dollar property companies. Residents who have spent their
lives in those communities find their voices are not being
heard and their opinions about such redevelopment are being
ignored. The amounts of compensation they are awarded
are arbitrarily decided by the government, and they are also
being forced to relocate to areas where they are deprived

of the social networks they have built up and relied on
throughout their lives. Sadly, relocation does not necessarily
improve their standard of living. A number of other urban
redevelopment projects are also taking place in old but
socially and economically vibrant communities, such as
Kwun Tong, without the voices of their residents being heard
and without their participation. Patterns of powerlessness
and marginalisation are perpetuated by this kind of exclusion
from decision-making processes. They create the types of
situations that sustain and institutionalise poverty.

Last December, the UN General Assembly adopted the
Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights. The Optional Protocol provides
for access to justice at an international level, if it is denied
at national level, for those who suffer from systemic
violations of their social and economic rights, such as
education, healthcare and housing. Up until September
2009, 20 states had ratified the Optional Protocol. Amnesty
International believes that access to justice is an essential
right of all victims of human rights violations. Recognising
that violations of social, economic and cultural rights are
violations of human rights is one step forward towards the
fulfilment of what is enshrined in the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights. Amnesty International will therefore
continue to call on states to ratify the Optional Protocol and
to provide remedies to those whose rights are violated.

Kong-sau Tan
Chair, Amnesty International Hong Kong
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