AMNESTY INTERNATONAL Hong Kong
11 July 2008

Response to the Passing of HK'’s first anti-racism law

Amnesty International (Al) welcomes the passing of Hong Kong’s first anti-racism
law by the Legislative Council. Although the bill remains flawed and lags behind

international standards Amnesty International considers the passing of the bill to
be a step in the right direction.

Specifically, Al would like to commend the legislative council for rejecting the
controversial amendment that sought to exempt language-based discrimination
from the bill. The rejection of this amendment gave NGOs, human rights
organizations and migrant groups a reason to celebrate, despite the fact that most
of the provisions the groups actively voiced their concerns about were not
addressed.

In light of the new ordinance, Al is committed to making sure all Hong Kong
citizens and businesses are conscious of their responsibilities under the law.
Additionally, Al will closely monitor the implementation of the law by the
government to ensure that the level of protection against racial discrimination
promised in the bill is delivered.

At the same time, Amnesty International remains concerned that the new
ordinance does not meet international standards and fails to address all forms of
racial discrimination. In fact, the new ordinance is not even on par with existing
discrimination legislation such as the Sexual Discrimination Ordinance and the
Disability Discrimination Ordinance. In recognition of the racial discrimination
bill's shortcomings, Amnesty International will continue to press for both policies
and legislation that reflect international standards and will continue to challenge
Hong Kong to live up to all its obligations under the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination. Only when these obligations are
fulfilled will Hong Kong be truly deserving of its reputation as a developed, world-
class city.
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